United States Patent and Trademark Office 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 


APPLICATION NO. 

FILING DATE 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

CONFIRMATION NO. 

09/944,491 

08/27/2001 

Pamela M. Baughman 

29025-1 

9928 


7590 09/08/2004 

Edward W. Goebel Jr./ Jon L. Woodard 
MacDonald, Illig, Jones & Britton, LLP 
100 State Street 
Suite 700 

Erie, PA 16507-1498 


EXAMINER 


WU, XIAO MIN 


ART UNIT 


PAPER NUMBER 


2674 

DATE MAILED: 09/08/2004 


Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 


PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 


Off icq Action Summarv 

Application No. 

09/944,491 

Applicant(s) 
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Art Unit 

2674 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 


Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) M Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [>3 Claim(s) 7-27 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) M Claim(s) Ml is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT f^ule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 


Attachment(s) 

1) [X] Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) EH Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) S Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/M ail Date 11/27/2001 . 


4) [Zl interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) CH Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 


Office Action Summary 


Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20040906 


Application/Control Number: 09/944,491 
Art Unit: 2674 


Page 2 


DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formal matters: . 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on 
a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte 
Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this letter. 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
None of the prior art reference, alone or in combination, teaches or fairly suggests the 

limitations of "a base, said base having integrally formed strap brackets; a based attachment 
means for removably attaching said base to a user's hand; ... a mouseball housing attached to 
said base" and "a mouse button finger attaching means connected to said mouse button signal 
transmitting means for removably attaching mouse buttons to a user; a mouse button means 
connected to said mouse button finger attaching means, said mouse button means for providing 
mouse button signals to said computer processing means, said mouse button means being in 
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electrical contact with said mouse button signal transmitting means and said computer 
processing" as recited in independent claims 1 and 19. 

None of the prior art reference, alone or in combination, teaches or fairly suggests the 
limitations of "placing a user's hand so that the edge of the palm, below the little finger, is in 
contact with one side of a base of a computer mouse, said base containing a mouseball on the 
opposing side; attaching said base to the user's hand by flexible straps until said mouse base is 
firmly, yet comfortably, secured to the user's hand; attaching mouse button carrying fingerstraps 
to the user's hand so that mouse buttons, and possibly, a miniature mouse ball, can be operated 
by the user's thumb" and "typing on a computer keyboard when not needing a mouse function 
from said computer mouse" as required in independent claims 20 and 21. 

3. Claims 1-21 are allowed. 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The US Patents 5,453,759, 5,769,766, 6,297,808, 6,222,526, 6,545,667, 6,587,090, 
2001/0035856, 2002/0163495, 2002/0067342, 2002/0101401, 2002/0175894 are cited to teach a 
mouse device. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Xiao Wu whose telephone number is (703) 305-4721. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe, can be reached on (703) 305-4709. 

3 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C 2023 1 

or faxed to: 
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(703) 872-9306 


Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington. 
VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 


Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone 
number is (703) 306-0377 

xw 

September 6, 2004 
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